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The President's Message
August 2024 | Anne Skalka, President

elcome to a new year in
gardening. Audrey Hepburn
has been credited with the
saying “To garden is to
believe in tomorrow.” This
has always resonated with me, and I have decided
to have as the theme for 2024 — ‘Plant Hope.
‘Plant Hope’ reminds me of why I started my first
garden many years ago. Feeling totally at sea with
a difficult new job, and small children, my garden
was the only place I could relax. The moment I
put my hands in the dirt, all the various stresses
and demands were temporarily forgotten. ‘Plant
Hope’ also reminds me that there will be another
year, even if this year was difficult. Not all my

plant plans worked out, some of my designs could
have used a more critical eye, but there’s always
next year. ‘Plant Hope’ also reminds us that we
are the caretakers of our own small worlds, and
together we create refuges for the birds, bees,
butterflies, and all the creatures around us.

I'm honored to serve this term as club president.
Almost immediately after being nominated —
past and present officers as well as board members
stepped up to show me the ropes. I'm feeling
confident that with all of us pitching in we will
have a fantastic year. I've seen the list of speakers
and activities for the upcoming year and I know
that we’ll have fun.

See you in August!

~ Anne Skalka

Photo by lliana Okaum
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June 2024 Meeting Minutes

Monique Bonnier, Recording Secretary

From Left: Linda Reasoner, lliana Okum, Rick Lazarick, Karen Lewandowski, Anne Skalka

Installation of Officers

The end of the year event and Installation

of Officers was held on June 6, 2024 at the
Hollowbrook Community Center. President
Lorraine Persiani started off the meeting at
6:07 p.m. welcoming all members and wishing
happy birthday to June members. She urged
members to sign up for hospitality positions.

Lorraine asked for any additions or corrections
to the proposed budget and for members

to vote to pass the budget. Members voted
unanimously to pass the budget.

Lorraine thanked members who worked
tirelessly throughout the year on special
projects and on various committees. She
then presented certificates to members with
milestone anniversaries.

The winners for the place settings were
announced in three different categories.

Members were invited to enjoy the delicious
appetizers and desserts while the prizes were
awarded for the White Elephant Auction.

The evening ended with an outstanding
Installation ceremony performed by Anne
Chmielewski and a brief speech by incoming
president, Anne Skalka.

2024-2025 Club Officers

Anne Chmielewski confirmed the slate of
officers. A vote by the general membership was
taken and the new positions are as follows:

o President - Anne Skalka

o Vice President — Linda Reasoner

Immediate Past President — Lorraine Persiani
o Recording Secretary — Karen Lewandowski

o Treasurer — Rick Lazarick

« Corresponding Secretary — Iliana Okum
o Club Parliamentarian - Maggie Kramer
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Announcements
May 6, 2024 | Monique Bonnier, Recording Secretary

Take Note!

¥ Ttems for the newsletter
are due to Jeft Tryon by
the 15th of the month.

¥ The next Regular Meeting is
August 5th at 6:30 p.m. at
the Hollowbrook Community
Center for the annual
installation of new officers.

¥ August meeting: Jersey Fresh
Auction! Bring your “Jersey
Fresh” item to the auction. It
can be anything purchased ($5
minimum value) from a farmers’
market (produce, flowers,
honey, jam, etc.) or your own
garden or something you make
from a Jersey Fresh item (baked
goods, sauces, salsas, etc.).

¥ With no further business to
discuss, Lorraine Persiani
motioned the meeting to be
adjourned at 7:10 p.m. and
seconded by Monique Bonnier.

¥ Our hospitality committee
provided a spread of delicious
snacks for the membership.

Cloche for ailing Desert Rose plant keeps squirrels out; also created a wonderful growing
environment for this rare plant to finally recover from the shipping blues. ~Devah Brinker
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Announcements

Happy Birthday!
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August Program | Jersey Fresh Auction
Augst 5, 2024

Meeting Details Note To Members: Don't forget to bring your
“Jersey Fresh” item to the auction. It can be
As usual, the evening will begin with a anything purchased ($5 minimum Value)
ShOI‘t business meeting fOHOWGd by re- from a farmers’ market (produce, ﬂ()wers,
fI' eshments Whlle you take chances onyour honey, jam, etc_) or your own garden or
favorite “ICI'SCY Fresh” items — pr ovided by something you make from a ]ersey Fresh
members. A ticket sheet costs only $5 item (baked goods, sauces, salsas, etc_)_
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Random Acts of Beauty

The kiss of Spring is upon us...

Everything is beginning, or already in bloom! The WTGC presents
certificates of appreciation to businesses and homeowners who
have noticeably improved their landscaping or created a site of
beauty. Through the growing season, members can notify Committee
Chair, Nancy Grant at (856) 305-1857, if they see a location worthy
of this community beautification award. Happy Spring!
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Galler y4 | Installation of Officers
Photos by Lynn Grillo
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Galler Y | Place Settings At June Meeting
Photos by Lynn Grillo
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Galler Y | Field Trip to Hidden Spring Lavender Farm
Photos by lliana Okum
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Galler Y | Evening in the Garden at Mercer Educational Gardens (MEG)
Photos by lliana Okum
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